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The issue 

Climate change raises a number of 

justice related issues.  Issues of 

justice in the climate change 

context arise primarily because 

those most likely to feel the impacts 

of climate change are those least 

responsible for causing climate 

change and those with the least 

capacity to respond to climate 

change. 

Climate justice is a term which has 

emerged in response to particular 

justice issues that climate change 

raises.  The fundamental purpose of 

a climate justice movement is to 

address the issues and concerns 

that arise from the intersection of 

climate change with race, poverty 

and pre-existing environmental 

risks.
1
 Much of the debate on 

climate justice has focused on 

attributing responsibility for 

greenhouse gas emissions which 

takes into account the level of a 

country’s contribution and 

knowledge about the climate 

impacts of greenhouse gas 

emissions.
2
  Climate justice has also 

been used as a lens to promote the 

rights of future generations.   

Small Island States, many of which 

are located in the Pacific are going 

to be vulnerable to climate change 

for the following reasons: 

� Geographical vulnerability: sea 

level rise and limited scope for 

inland retreat. 

� Food Production: change in food 

production and cycles and water 

supply challenges. 

� Special relationship which 

communities in Small Island 

States have with the 

environment. 

� Population displacement – or 

the creation of environmental 

refugees. 

� Lack of economic and other 

resources to implement 

adaptation and or mitigation 

climate change policy.    

The solution 

One of the best ways to solve the 

issues raised by a climate justice 

analysis is to integrate climate 

justice rights and obligations into 

international and national climate 

change policy instruments. 

At the Earth Summit negotiations in 

2002 a range of stakeholders came 

together to draft The Bali Principles 

of Climate Justice
3
.  These principles 

lay the foundation for developing an 

international climate change policy 

that addresses climate justice 

issues. 

The preamble to the principles 

notes that the impacts of climate 

change are disproportionately felt 

by Small Island States, women, 

youth, coastal people, local 

communities, indigenous people, 

poor people and the elderly.  The 

principles call for some innovative 

approaches in order to achieve 

climate justice such as: 
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� Principle 5 demands that 

communities affected by climate 

change play a leading role in 

national and international 

processes to address climate 

change. 

� Principle 7 calls for recognition 

of the ecological debt that 

industrialised governments and 

transnational corporations owe 

the rest of the world as a result 

of their appropriation of the 

planet’s capacity to absorb 

greenhouse gases. 

� Principles 9 aim to protect the 

rights of victims of climate 

change and associated injustices 

to receive full compensation, 

restoration and reparation for 

loss of land, livelihood and other 

damages. 

� Principle 12 aims to create a 

right of all people to affordable 

sustainable energy production.   

Next Steps 

The issues giving rise to climate 

justice are not properly recognised 

by the international climate change 

regime.  Groups like Project Survival 

Pacific work towards ensuring that 

the rights and interests of countries 

that are affected by climate change 

are involved at international climate 

change negotiation sessions.  

Project Survival Pacific aims to 

ensure that Pacific Island delegates 

are present at all Conference of the 

Parties international climate change 

meetings as a means of promoting 

climate justice. 

Issues of climate justice are relevant 

to everyone and more education 

about these issues is needed within 

all sectors of society.  Project 

Survival Pacific works in a number 

of different avenues to promote 

knowledge transfer around climate 

issues relevant to the Pacific.   
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